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In 2010 the international education of the deaf will celebrate its 250th anniversary. 

As a kickoff to a year of remembrance, I would like to present an historical overview on this topic: ‘The earliest history of Deaf education in Europe’.

Summary


Institutes for the deaf can be found all over the world and their aim is to offer special education for children who are deaf or have serious hearing impairment. It all started with an initiative of the abbé Charles Michel de l’Epée in 1760 in Paris he began educating deaf people and established a school for them. He was the first to do so and brought light to the world of deaf people. Before he started teaching, these people they were often excluded from society. Thomas Braidwood also had did with his school at Edinburgh in 1760, see the article about Scotland and England. 


Before 1760, and in some cases for many years afterwards, a deaf person was seen as a useless creature and even as an animal. Besides the lucky ones who received individual education, a deaf person could do nothing except see and perform simple acts. In his teaching, De l’Epée used manual gestures and the simple finger alphabet. His method became known as manualism. De l’Epée’s influence was huge because it led to a boom in the development of international deaf education. De l’Epée gave public demonstration lessons and he also taught hearing persons, who would subsequently establish schools for the deaf in their own countries in Europe. 

The irrefutable fact is that the sign language and deaf culture today are rooted in the earliest international education of deaf. Also, the work by De L’Epée and others to release deaf people from the shackles of loneliness and poverty inspired me in 1988 to make an overview of the history of schools for the deaf in Europe. 

          

Henk Betten.


